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entities to collect health data in the aftermath

of an event. These awards can be made in

advance of the event for immediate response.
———

SUPPORT FOR THE BREAST CAN-
CER PATIENT PROTECTION ACT

HON. LUIS FORTUNO

OF PUERTO RICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2006

Mr. FORTUNO. Mr. Speaker, today | ex-
press my strong support for H.R. 1849, the
Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act. Breast
cancer adversely affects hundreds of thou-
sands of American women and their families
each year. Introduced by Representatives SUE
KELLY and ROSA DELAURO, this bill would re-
quire that health plans provide coverage for a
minimum hospital stay for mastectomies,
lumpectomies and lymph node dissection for
the treatment of breast cancer and coverage
for secondary consultations. H.R. 1849, in
conjunction with its Senate companion bill, S.
901, represents an important bicameral effort
to improve and ensure the health of American
women.

| strongly believe that H.R. 1849 is a valu-
able tool to provide effective health care and
recovery support to those impacted by breast
cancer.

—————

HONORING THE ALPHA PHI ALPHA
FRATERNITY ON THE OCCASION
OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor and special privilege to address this
great body on such an auspicious occasion.
The Centennial Convention of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., commenced yesterday, mark-
ing 100 years from the fraternity’s founding in
Ilthaca, NY, at Cornell University. This week in
Washington, DC, men from every discipline
and geographic location convene to chart and
plan for the fraternity’s future, celebrate its
100th anniversary, and reinvigorate its found-
ing principles, scholarship, fellowship, good
character, and the uplifting of humanity.

As a proud member of this fraternity, | feel
special esteem in recognizing the historical
significance of the centennial anniversary of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. | joined the
ranks of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., as
an undergraduate student at Florida A&M Uni-
versity to follow in the footsteps of many great
men before me, such as W.E.B. DuBois,
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., Edward Brooke,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Thurgood Marshall,
Andrew Young, William Gray, and Paul Robe-
son.

| am pleased to join with the entire House
in recognizing the fraternity’s 100th anniver-
sary with the passage of H. Con. Res. 384,
“Recognizing and honoring the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Incorporated, the first intercollegiate
Greek-letter fraternity established for African
Americans.” | commend my brethren and the
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leadership of the organization for the achieve-
ments and accomplishments made thus far.
On this historic occasion let us march forth to
lay the groundwork for another 100 years.

———

IN HONOR OF REVEREND RICHARD
KEVIN BARNARD

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
welcome my pastor, Reverend Richard Kevin
Barnard. | am honored Father Barnard is here
today to lead us in glory and praise of our Al-
mighty. Reverend Barnard has served as Rec-
tor of The Chapel of the Cross—a Reformed
Episcopal Church—since July of 1989. He has
also served Reformed Episcopal Congrega-
tions in New Jersey and New York.

Before coming to The Chapel, Father Bar-
nard was Director of Communications for the
International Bible Society, which was then lo-
cated in East Brunswick, NJ. In that capacity
he was a regular participant in the monthly
White House Forum for Religious Organiza-
tions during the Reagan Administration and
represented the Bible Society at public and
private events, traveling to Central America,
Europe, Africa and Asia.

Father Barnard is the author of two books
and numerous articles, and is also a Past
Master of Roy Stanley Masonic Lodge in Dal-
las.

Before becoming a Reformed Episcopalian,
the Reverend Barnard was a Baptist pastor,
serving congregations in Missouri, Florida and
Tennessee. He is a graduate of Baptist Bible
College, Springfield, MO, and holds the Mas-
ter of Divinity Degree from Cummins Theo-
logical Seminary, a Reformed Episcopal semi-
nary in Summerville, SC.

Father Barnard is married to the former
Miss Paula Ann Henderson of Fort Worth, TX.
They have four children and two grand-
children. Their youngest son, Adam, is cur-
rently serving aboard in USS Los Angeles
(SSN 688), stationed at Pearl Harbor.

Father Barnard’s gracious presence and
true dedication to the work and word of Christ
is an instrumental part of my life. He guides
his flock diligently and challenges us to remain
faithful to pursuing our walk with Christ daily.
I am thankful for his leadership and his pres-
ence here today. It is truly and honor.

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREAS ACT
OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2006

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | rise in strong
support of S. 203, the National Heritage Areas
Act. This bill contains a small package of re-
source conservation and management bills, in-
cluding the Senate passed version of one of
my bills—H.R. 18, the Southern California
Groundwater Remediation Act.

The Southern California Groundwater Re-
mediation Act will fund $25 million for the
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cleanup of a rocket fuel additive that has con-
taminated groundwater supplies in the Santa
Ana watershed, namely, the Rialto-Colton
basin and the Chino basin.

Cities in the Inland Empire of Southern Cali-
fornia are closing their groundwater wells due
to contamination from this fuel and explosive
called perchlorate.

This chemical is a volatile organic com-
pound and has been found to be harmful to
thyroid function.

From most accounts, 90 percent of per-
chlorate in water comes from a federal source,
primarily from former military sites and other
Department of Defense installations.

Three hundred nineteen groundwater wells
are impacted in California alone—78 of them
in my district.

This bill includes a similar provision for con-
tamination in Representative POMBO’s region.

Perchlorate doesn’t just affect the drinking
water supply, but our food supply as well. A
2003 study found perchlorate in lettuce grown
in areas where the water supply is contami-
nated with perchlorate.

And, perchlorate has even been found in
milk.

Hardworking families in my region, which
has and has had large military and aerospace
facilities, are not at fault and should not have
to pay for a federally created problem.

The communities | represent cannot afford
costly toxic cleanup and the alternative is no
better.

Cities are being forced to raise water rates
to outrageous levels, forgo dust control on
highways to meet Clean Air Act requirements,
and to truck in water from other regions.

The region | represent in California is
ground zero for this contamination and the
Federal Government needs to step up and
take responsibility.

Including my bill as a provision to S. 203 will
go a long way to protect children and elderly
in California from dangerous health risks.

The House of Representatives has already
twice passed H.R. 18 and | am glad the Sen-
ate has moved forward in approving my legis-
lative proposal.

The communities in my district need this as-
sistance, and | urge my colleagues to please
support S. 203 and the many important provi-
sions and bills included therein.

————

RECOGNIZING THE BETHLEHEM
CENTERS OF NASHVILLE AS ONE
OF THE TOP RATED CHILD CARE
CENTERS IN THE COUNTRY

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2006

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, today | wish to
recognize Bethlehem Centers of Nashville and
express my heartfelt congratulations on their
fourth year to receive a three-star rating from
Tennessee Department of Human Services for
their child care services.

Founded in 1894 as the United Methodist
Neighborhood Centers, today the Bethlehem
Centers of Nashville serve thousands of chil-
dren, young adults, adult women and senior
citizens in the North Nashville and downtown
neighborhoods. Bethlehem Centers provide a
variety of services designed to support individ-
uals regardless of their economic background.
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With the goal of helping individuals toward
becoming strong, independent and contrib-
uting members of their family and community,
Bethlehem Centers provide Nashvillians with
life skills training, tutoring, nutrition counseling,
senior outreach programs, business and ca-
reer training, GED preparation, mentoring, and
even daily hot lunches.

In addition to these community programs,
Bethlehem Centers have earned a three-star
rating for their high quality child care services
from the Tennessee Department of Human
Services. This is their fourth year to receive
the highest rating awarded by the State and to
be placed among the top rated child care cen-
ters in the Nation.

| am proud to send my heartiest congratula-
tions to Bethlehem Centers’ Joyce Searcy and
all the dedicated staff members who have
committed themselves to bettering Nashville’s
communities.

| join with everyone in Tennessee’s Fifth
District in applauding the Bethlehem Centers
of Nashville for all that they do for the commu-
nity and | commend everyone at Bethlehem
Centers of Nashville who make it a special
place to learn, play and grow.

———————

HONORING THE ALPHA PHI ALPHA
FRATERNITY ON THE OCCASION
OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H. Con. Res 384, recognizing and honoring
the 100th anniversary of the founding of the
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated, the
first intercollegiate fraternity established for Af-
rican-Americans.

From the first literary fraternity, Phi Beta
Kappa, founded in 1776 at the College of Wil-
liam and Mary through the subsequent devel-
opment of social fraternities starting with
Kappa Alpha in 1825, college fraternities have
sought to foster close friendship and personal
development.

In the early 20th century, Black students
were often excluded from the social organiza-
tions at many colleges and universities. Alpha
Phi Alpha was founded in 1906 at Cornell Uni-
versity in Ithaca, NY, to provide associations
and support among African-American stu-
dents. With its cardinal principles of “Manly
Deeds, Scholarship and Love for All Mankind,”
over 175,000 men have been initiated into the
fraternity and there are now over 700 chapters
worldwide. Among its membership are a num-
ber of prominent figures such as Martin Luther
King, Jr., Jesse Owens, Thurgood Marshall
and our colleague CHARLES RANGEL.

Aside from the lasting friendships that many
young men have found within the fraternity,
Alpha Phi Alpha has dedicated itself to a num-
ber of philanthropic programs. Alpha works
closely with organizations such as Head Start,
Big Brothers Big Sisters of America, the
NAACP and Habitat for Humanity. Alpha Phi
Alpha has also created a number of its own
programs such as the Go-To-High-School, Go-
To-College program and “A Voteless People
is a Hopeless People.” Alpha Phi Alpha also
submitted the request for The Washington,
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D.C. Martin Luther King, Jr. National Memorial
Project Foundation which was authorized by
President Clinton in 1998.

Alpha Phi Alpha has two chapters in and
around my district in central New Jersey, the
Sigma Xi Chapter at Monmouth University and
the Delta lota Chapter at Rutgers University. |
am proud of the role they play in enriching
their surrounding communities.

From its origins as a social network for Afri-
can-American college students to its con-
tinuing philanthropic efforts, Alpha Phi Alpha is
indeed worthy of recognition and | am proud
to stand in support of this resolution.

—————

TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL
RECREATION AND PARKS MONTH

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2006

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the essential contributions of employees
and volunteers across the country and abroad
who maintain our nation’s public parks and
recreation facilities. In addition, | would like to
commemorate National Recreation and Parks
Month, celebrated annually since 1984
throughout the month of July. The purpose of
National Recreation and Parks Month is not
only to celebrate the start of summer pro-
grams but also to advocate for parks and
recreation by encouraging communities to en-
gage in outdoor physical activities and volun-
teering.

Recently, | have undertaken a bipartisan
proposal to stop the dumping of sewage into
the Great Lakes. Initiatives like these are only
the beginning. Through the efforts of Congress
and the National Recreation and Park Asso-
ciation, America moves toward a brighter hori-
zon in environmental policy. National Recre-
ation and Parks Month is an important occa-
sion to remind us of our dedication to the
preservation of the environment, and serves
as an aide-mémoire for all Americans to enjoy
the natural wonders of our nation.

As a member of the National Parks Caucus,
it is my honor to recognize the collective ef-
forts of volunteers and staff alike whose con-
tributions and involvement with the nation’s
public parks and recreation facilities continue
to shape American communities as well as the
environment. Today, we celebrate the National
Recreation and Park Association’s accom-
plishments and persistent efforts to preserve
our environment and show appreciation for the
nation’s public parks and recreation facilities.
The NRPA'’s initiative, along with support pro-
vided by volunteers and staff, truly sow the
seeds for communal growth. Such achieve-
ments deserve recognition not just during this
month, but at every opportunity throughout the
year.

———

DISASTER RECOVERY PERSONAL
PROTECTION ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. RICK BOUCHER

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5013, the Disaster Recovery Per-
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sonal Protection Act. This legislation would en-
sure that gun owners’ second amendment
rights are not compromised in times of natural
disaster. | am pleased to lend my strong sup-
port to this measure as it is considered today.

The Disaster Recovery Personal Protection
Act addresses a problem brought to light in
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. In the
wake of Hurricane Katrina and the resulting
flood, federal and local law enforcement offi-
cials confiscated the firearms of numerous
law-abiding individuals. Those actions were
entirely unjustified. This injustice must not be
repeated elsewhere.

By prohibiting federal, state, or local law en-
forcement officers from seizing legally-owned
firearms which have in no manner been mis-
used during national emergencies, this legisla-
tion would prevent a repeat of the abuse of
emergency powers that followed Hurricane
Katrina.

The government should never confiscate le-
gally-purchased and properly used firearms
from law-abiding citizens. Whether natural dis-
asters occur or not does nothing to alter this
reality: lawful gun owners have the
unalienable right to possess and transport
their firearms.

H.R. 5013 would not restrict the ability of
law enforcement officials to confiscate stolen
firearms or to act when firearms are used in
an unlawful manner.

In the aftermath of the hurricane, the ab-
sence of an established policing force allowed
criminals to loot business and threaten rescue
workers and residents of the city. Many indi-
viduals looted gun stores and other places of
business which sell firearms. As with any sto-
len property, these stolen firearms should be
confiscated, and the individuals who stole
them and misused them for crimes should be
punished.

Law enforcement officials, however, seized
thousands of firearms from law-abiding citi-
zens. During the lawlessness and disorder of
the disaster, the law-abiding citizens of the re-
gion needed to be able to arm themselves and
defend their families and property against
criminals. The seizing of these individuals’ fire-
arms left them defenseless in the chaos fol-
lowing the hurricane. This legislation protects
the second amendment rights of citizens when
that right to self-defense is needed most.

The Disaster Recovery Personal Protection
Act is a common sense measure to prevent
the confiscation of firearms from citizens who
have committed no crime, and | strongly urge
my colleagues to approve it.

TRIBUTE TO CORA T. WALKER
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2006

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to honor the life and legacy of
Ms. Cora T. Walker. Cora Thomasina Walker
was born on June 20, 1922, in Charlotte, N.C.,
one of nine children of Wiliam and Benetta
Jones Walker. The family moved to the Bronx
when she was a child. When she was an ado-
lescent, her parents separated, leaving her,
her mother and her siblings dependent on
public assistance.

After graduating from James Monroe High
School in the Bronx, Ms. Walker promptly in-
formed the Welfare Department that their help
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